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Satellite-building contest for high schools

- Fifteen innovative ideas for payloads or experiments will be chosen

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU
The National Design Re-
search  Foundation or
NDRF, a body of engineers
from various disciplines,
¢ has announced a small sa-
tellite-building contest for
high schools across the
. country.
| The schools will be men-
| tored and helped with 3D
| printing of satellite parts.
Around 15 innovative ideas
for payloads or experiments
i will be chosen under the
li ‘Sarabhai Space Challenge’.

Vikram Sarabhai is regard-
ed as the father of the In-
dian space programme.

Small box-sized satellites
carrying the experiments
will be balloon-launched to
a few kilometres in sky next
year as part of the NDRF’s
50th anniversary, its chair-
man M. Annadurai said at a
news conference here on
Friday. Dr. Annadurai is form-
er director of Indian Space
Research Organisation’s U.R.
Rao Satellite Centre.

The Chennai-based
Space Kidz India will work

with NDRF to select the win-
ning school payloads. Space
Kidz launched the tiny Ka-
lamsat on ISRO’s PSLV rock-
et in January. It is involved
in student satellite activities
in Tamil Nadu and recently
helped a few government
school students launch a ti-
ny satellite on a balloon, ac-
cording to its founder and
CEO Srimathy Kesavan.
NDRF has also tied up
with Indian Technology
Congress Association,
which plans to launch 75
small satellites of engineer-

ing students into space by
2022, the 75th year of
Independence.

NDRF has signed memo-
randa of understanding for
3D printing with Wipro 3D
vice-president Ajay Parikh
and with Alliance Universi-
ty’s acting Vice-Chancellor
Anubha Singh for engineer-
ing research.

As part of the jubilee,
programmes are being of-
fered to engineering stu-
dents to gain skill in mod-
ern industry areas, Dr.
Annadurai said.





