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The telecommunications industry is being transformed by contradictory forces: on the one hand, the 
trend toward global expansion by carriers, and on the other hand, fragmen tation and entry in local 
communications. These transformations represent two sides of the same issue: a blurring of market 
boundaries created through technical innovation, policy liberalization, user initiatives and 
entrepreneurialism. The result is a complex web of overlapping network definitions, product and 
service markets, carrier types, technical standards, government policies, financial arrangements, and 
cooperative ventures. This volume discusses the complexities of these bi-polar forces and maps out the 
policy issues which need to be addressed today and in the future. 
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Private Networks 
Public Objectives 

Edited by E. Noam and A. N1Shuilleabhain 

This volume aims to model and explain the reason for various networking 
arrangements - public, private, hybrid, group, intra-organizational, virtual etc. It 
also aims to project the evolution of the telecommunications network into a 
pluralistic federation of subnetworks. The volume analyzes the economics of 
private networks, and the technological options and network configurations 
available to providers both of public and private capacity. It examines the policy 
implications of use-privatization for social objectives traditionally incorporated in 
public networks, such as: technical compatibil ity; universal service; common 
carriage; privacy; consumer protection; service quality; urban/rural service 
similarity; and the ability to fashion national and international policies. 
Through its various contributors, this volume addresses the future of 
telecommunications and information systems, and the maintenance of 
traditional public objectives within the emerging network of networks. 
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The New Research Frontiers 
of Communications Policy 

Edited by D. Lamberton 

This timely volume provides a comprehensive view of the economic and social 
research frontiers of the telecommunications and information activities in the 
lnfonnation Age. New technologies and deregulation characterize this rapidly 
growing sector, which is gaining an increasingly international character. These 
changes are generating a wide range of local, regional and international policy 
issues. An international group drawn from research, industry and policy 
communities outline the important frontiers on which research efforts should 
focus. The book emphasizes the need for the implementation of such economic 
and social research. 
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