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How ACM Is Adaptin
This Period of Global

As the world continues its efforts to slow
the COVID-19 pandemic, our daily lives
and routines have changed dramatically.
Companies have closed their physical

locations and transitioned staff to
working remotely, academic institu-
tions—from primary school to uni-
versities—have sent students home
and are turning exclusively to distance
learning, and entire industries have
scaled back in an effort to remain vi-
able until the pandemic is contained.
Both individually and collectively we
are confronting personal, societal, and
ethical dilemmas at a speed and scale
few could foresee.

The global impact of computing
and information technology has never
been clearer than it is during this cri-
sis. Real-time data sharing and compu-
tational modeling are central to efforts
to analyze the spread of the virus, share
public health strategies and experi-
ences, and expedite development of
new treatments and vaccines. At the
same time, the use of social interaction
platforms of all types has skyrocketed.
That infrastructure is critical to keep
families, friends, and colleagues con-
nected, as well as to keep businesses,
education, and government viable.

ACM'’s mission—to help unite the
computing community, provide pro-
fessional and technical information
to those who need it, and advance the
field—may be more relevant now than
- ever before. All of us at ACM are com-
mitted to continue supporting that
mission throughout these difficult
times. Here’s an update on how ACM
has responded to the crisis situation.

Like many other companies and
non-profits, ACM has temporarily

closed its New York City Headquarters
and is functioning as a virtual organi-
zation, but all of our units are oper-
ating and will continue to do so. Of
course, recognizing the need for social
distancing, we have had to postpone
a growing number of ACM meetings
and conferences or transition them to
virtual meetings. Our volunteers and
conference leaders are having to make
some very difficult decisions. Fortu-
nately, ACM and its SIGs are financially
prepared to weather the storm, and we
are working actively to develop tech-
nical options and practical guidance
to help conference organizers modify
their plans.

Our publication activities continue
unabated, with all magazines, journals,
conference proceedings, books, and
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As a gesture of
support, ACM has
“unlocked” all articles
in the ACM DL (through
June 2020) so anyone
anywhere in the world
who needs ACM
publications can have
access to them.
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newsletters being released on sched-
ule. That includes papers accepted for
ACM conferences that have not been
able to meet face-to-face. I should note
this “business as usual” situation is
only possible because of the dedicated
efforts of our volunteers, who ensure
editorial boards continue to function,
peer review is taking place, and editors
and program committees continue to
make decisions that result in impor-
tant articles being delivered to you.

As an added gesture of support for
the entire computing profession, ACM
leadership made the decision to “un-
lock” all articles in the ACM Digital
Library starting at the end of March to
ensure anyone anywhere in the world
who needs ACM publications can have
ready access. This policy will continue
through June 30, 2020—so it might be
a good time to catch up on some of that
reading you have been intending to do.

ACM’s members, volunteers, au-
thors, and readers are at the center of
everything we do. Your continued sup-
port and dedication during these dif-
ficult times are inspiring, and keep re-
minding us how very special our ACM
community really is.

Hoping that all of you will remain
healthy and safe,

Cherri Pancake, ACM PRESIDENT
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

AAAI Squirrel AI Award for

Artificial Intelligence
for the Benefit of Humanity

$1,000,000 Prize

The AAAI Squirrel Al Award for Artificial Intelligence for the Benefit of Humanity
recognizes positive impacts of artificial intelligence to protect, enhance, and improve
human life in meaningful ways with long-lived effects. The award will be given for
the first time in 2021.

The award will be given annually at the conference for the Association for the
Advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AAAI) in February, and is accompanied by a
prize of $1,000,000 plus travel expenses to the conference.

Candidates may be individuals, groups, or organizations that are directly connected
with the main contribution stated in the nomination. Qualifications and technical
knowledge in artificial intelligence are not requirements for nominations. The
emphasis is on the significance and impact of the work.

The award is administered by AAAI, with support from the European Artificial
Intelligence Association (EurAl)and the Chinese Association for Artificial Intelligence
(CAAI). Financial support for the award is provided by Squirrel AL

https://www.aaai.org/Awards/Squirrel-Al/



