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10 NON-FUNCTIONAL UNIVERSITIES MAY SOON BE GIVEN SHOW-CAUSE NOTICE

STATE HAS 22 PRIVATE

'VARSITIES ON PAPER

' K.C.Deepika
BENGALURU

t has been more than

two years since the

Opposition walked out

even as the last set of
Bills on the establishment
of private universities was
approved by the legislature.
But of the 20 proposals that
got the nod in 2013, even
amidst allegations of “busi-
ness interests”, only 10 uni-
versities function today, say
officials in the Higher Edu-
cation Department.

On paper, the State has 22
private universities. The first
two — Azim Premji Univer-
sity and Alliance University
- began functioning in 2010.
In 2013, when the BJP was
in power, 20 other colleges
and trusts came forward to
establish private universi-
ties. These were ‘State pri-
vate universities) which,
according to the Ministry
of Human Resources De-
velopment, are established
through a State/Central Act
by a sponsoring body such as
aregistered society.

According to the latest
UGC list of private univer-
sities, as in April this year,
there are 10 such institu-
tions in Karnataka, includ-
ing Azim Premji University
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Azim Premji University, established in 2010, is one

of the 10 private universities functi

and Alliance University.

The ; Education Depart-
ment is contemplating is-
suing show-cause notiees to
the remaining 10 universi-
ties that are yet to be estab-
lished.

oning in the State

“So much time and effort
went into getting those Bills
ready and then passed. Even
the Governor (then it was
H.R. Bhardwaj) had given
his assent. But there appears
tobe nointerest in establish-

ing the universities,” said an
official.

However, they also point-

ed out that no timeframe
had been agreed upon for
setting up the varsities.
* Hema, coordinator for
Harsha Kriya Foundation,
which raised quite a few
eyebrows after being given
the green signal to establish
Amrutha Sinchana Spiritual
University, said there is no
change in their plans to es-
tablish the varsity, but not
any time soon.

Even well-established col-
leges that have got approval
to turn into universities are
yet to do so. Garden City
College, which was set up in
1992, is among them. “We
will start functioning from a
new campus in Hoskote. We
are yet to create infrastruc-
ture,” said an officer from
the college.

JSS Science and Tech-
nology University will be-
gin operations next year in
Mysuru, said a representa-
tive, adding that at present,
the university, which has
medical and dental colleges

(among other institutions),
is a Deemed University.
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