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and public universities find very hard to implement — will
enhance access to quality interdisciplinary education, teach-
ers believe.

Liberal arts in India

In India, liberal arts education is mainly offered by private
universities and at a very high fee. The liberal education Sys-
tem offers flexibility and options to students to choose from
multiple disciplines according
to their own interests,

Prithvi Datta Chandra Shob-
hi, dean, School of Interwoven
Arts and Sciences (SIAS), Krea
University, Sricity explained
that liberal arts typically is an
approach that is followed in
American universities and that
model has been indigenised
and adapted to the Indian
context by some elite private
universities.

“By studying liberal arts, you
get a very thorough training in
a particular discipline, become
good thinkers, understand
what’s going on in the world
and intervene in ways that make the world a better place. So
this is a critical sensibility, a constructed sensibility that edu-
cation offers in a liberal arts curriculum,” he said.

Divya Balan, assistant professor in international studies
at FLAME University, Pune, said, “The concepts of interdis-
ciplinarity, multidisciplinarity, and transdisciplinarity have
always existed in the Indian education system. However, these
ideas are truly implemented in a liberal education setup, where
students can transcend the boundaries of different disciplines.”

Liberal arts education is still considered
the province of the elite in India, mainly
because that structure of choice and
flexibility is offered, for the most part,
in private universities. Only the very
well-heeled can afford the high fee of
liberal arts education, even teachers
from the institutions agreed. Plus, the
admission process itself favours rich
and English-speaking students

Iaculties at the private universities believe that liberal arts
education in India is slowly becoming more mainstream.

Ravi Chakraborty, director of communication for liberal
arts at Alliance University, Bengaluru, stated, “Liberal arts
was initially a place for the elite. Many middle-class parents
still prefer conventional choices like engineering or business,
However, mindsets are gradually changing.”

That said, teachers still have to explain how a liberal
arts programme is different
from a standard BA. “We have
to convince them about the
values and prospects of the
courses. Now, parents and stu-
dents ask us about placement
opportunities after pursuing
BA (Hons) liberal arts,” said
Ashita Chadha, director, Uni-
versity Institute of Liberal Arts
and Humanities (UILAH) at
Chandigarh University.

“Liberal arts programmes
can play in enriching the lives
of the students,” added Priya
Nair, dean, School of Liberal
Arts and Sciences, RV Uni-
versity, Bengaluru. “It is about
building knowledge and skills that will be useful in all kinds
of careers that the students choose to opt for in the future.”

High fees

In India, liberal arts education comes at a high cost. Typically,
students can earn a BA (Honours) or BSc (Honours) degree
after a four-year programme, with the option to exit at the end
of the third year with a BA or BSc. The total cost in a year can
range from Rs 3 lakh to over Rs 10 lakh,

Tuition per annum Living expenses Total expense in a year
(Rs lakh) (Rs lakh) (Rs lakh)

Ashoka University, Sonipat 9.74
Krea University, Sricity 8.15
FLAMES University, Pune 7.95
OP Jindal Global University, Sonipat : 6
BML Munjal University, Gurgaon 5.50
Symbiosis International (Deemed Univer- 4.90
sity), Pune
Ahmedabad University 4.60
SRM University, Andhra Pradesh 2.50
Alliance University, Bengaluru 3.2
2.40

RV University, Bengaluru

Chandtgarh Unfversxty Punjab 117

1.91 11.65
2 | 10.15
1.80 9.75
3.10 9.10
2.15 7.65
2.70 7.6
115 575
2.23 473
! 425
2 4.40
3.09

1.58

Source Off c:af 3l websites of the umversu
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